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Seventy years ago this Calcutta city was not at all populated. English
people came to Agra in the middle o f the country to make arrangements for
goods from Surat and other ports in the west, where they landed to do business.
An English doctor was called for. from Agra to Patna. for the treatment of
a Nawab who was under the authority of Delhi Badshah. By the grace of
God the malady was cured by the Doctor's treatment and on being asked
what he wanted as reward, the doctor did not ask anything for his personal
benefit. He requested that his countrymen should also be given facility for doing-
trade by way of offering some land and fixing up a percentage rate of tax on
their export and import of goods trade in the semicircular place called
Bay of Bengal and that this would add to the well-being of the English nation
and he never wanted any more than this. Then the Nawab of Patna appre-
ciated the skill of the doctor and his selfless character and immediately gave
a Firman as requested by the Doctor. Thereafter, there were some huts near
the temple of Kali and they entered there. Later they built warehouses,
residential buildings and started doing business in a nearby town Hugli.
Sometime later instigated by other trading countries like France, the Chieftain
at Murshidabad who was put into power thereby the Nawab o f Delhi started
demanding for more tax money from the English. He even questioned
the validity of the Firman issued by the Patna authorities as it was not from
Delhi Nawabs and he even asked the English to vacate the land. The English
traders then approached the Delhi Nawab accompanied by a Doctor. By
the will of God the moment they entered Delhi it so happened that the Nawab
of Delhi was indisposed and a marriage proposal was also put off. On
hearing about the arrival of a doctor, they were summoned to the Court.
God had willed that the Nawab should be cured by the Doctor and thus
fulfilled the ambition of the English through a Firman by the Nawab of Delhi.
The English were able to continue their trade for sometime under the new
Firman but the Chieftain at Murshidabad revolted and unable to withstand,
the English came to Madras where some of their countrymen were living and
appealed to the King of England who sent his army to save his countrymen
along with gunboats to Calcutta and issued orders that Madras Government
should give full support. The coast at this place is in bow shape with the sea
entering deep into the curve where the river Ganges enters the sea. So the
warships of the English entered through the river Ganges arriving at Hugli,
took possession of the fort and the city built by the French and by a clever
trick of divide and rule policy amongst the lower ranks in Murshidabad
attacked Murshidabad and captured it.
Then Mirzafar, an employee of the Nawab of Murshidabad Surajud-
dowla, deceived his master and joined hands with the English. The English
fought and won a battle at Plassi in 1757 and made Mirzafar as Nawab
and installed the captured Nawab at Delhi as there was anarchy in Delhi
administration and extracted lots of money from the new rulers towards
the war losses. From that time the fort of Calcutta and the city
developed.